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	Ministry Of Christ

	Popularity of Jesus: Rise & Fall

	Pastor Jerry Hemmingson


From his birth in circa 6-5 b. c. it was evident that Jesus was no ordinary person. The angels heralded his birth. Magi travelled a great distance to see him and a jealous and scared king tried to have him killed all in the first 2 years of his life. As a boy Jesus astonished the teachers in the Temple and was perplexed that his earthly parents did not know where to find him. 
Read Luke 2:41-52; what do we learn about Jesus? ____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Jesus ministry on earth was approximately 3 years in duration. Divided into 3 parts his ministry is considered to be:

1. The Year of Inauguration

2. The Year of Popularity

3. The Year of Opposition 
In this Bible Study we will look at the 3 periods of Jesus’ ministry and explore his actions and the reactions of the people during this time period. We will walk through some of the more significant events in Jesus ministry. We will observe his rising fame, the decline of his popularity, and the instant rise and fall of popularity as he makes his final journey to Jerusalem. 
The Year of Inauguration:

Jesus’ ministry begins with him being baptized by John the Baptist. This is one of the few events that is recorded in all 4 Gospels.
Read Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-23, and John 1:29-34. Compare and contrast the 4 tellings of this event. ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
After his baptism Jesus goes into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. This event is recorded in the Gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark, and Luke (the Synoptic Gospels). Read Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:12-13, and Luke 4:1-13. Discuss the 3 views of this ordeal. _____________________ ______________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
After overcoming Satan’s temptations we next see Jesus at a wedding at Cana with his mother and his disciples, probably the ones sent by the John the Baptist. (See the John 1:35-39) Read John 2:1-11.
Why does it mean when Jesus says “My time has not yet come.”? ________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

Why did Jesus do this miracle if it was not his time? ____________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
What was the result of the miracle? ________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
It is difficult to know for sure if Jesus purged the Temple once or twice. John makes it sound like he performed this act very early while the Synoptic Gospels place the event in Holy Week. Consensus among historians leads us to believe that Jesus probably made a ruckus in the Temple twice once as he begins his ministry and again at the end of his ministry.
Read John 2:14-22. Why would Jesus be upset, when it is necessary for the Jews to exchange their money for local currency and buy sacrificial animals? ______________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

How come Jesus’ anger is not sinful? ________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

What did Jesus mean in verse 19? __________________________________________________

 Probably driven by what he witnessed in the Temple a Pharisee trying to understand Jesus came to him in the dark of night. This conversation between Nicodemus and Jesus becomes the revealing of Jesus purpose in coming. Read John 3:1-21. How do you define being born again? ______________________________________________________________________________
What reason does Jesus give for being sent by his Father? ______________________________

What is the fate of those who do not believe? ________________________________________
After this Jesus and the disciples that were already with him spent time baptizing and gaining more disciples. The Bible tells us that Jesus was gaining more popularity than John and that this popularity was causing the Pharisees to become concerned. Not ready yet to be forced into a trial Jesus moved on heading back to Cana.
During this time there were 2 groups of people that believed they were the children of Abraham. The Jews were undisputedly heirs of Abraham but the Samaritans also believed they were children from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In fact the Samaritans were part Jewish but not pure Hebrew in decent. For the most part the Samaritans and the Jews had nothing to do with each other and went out of their way to stay apart. Jesus took a different approach; he went out of his way to put himself in position to have a conversation with a Samaritan woman. Read John 4:5-42. What do you think Jesus meant in verse 13? _______________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
What harvest is Jesus talking about in verse 35? _______________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

What is the significance of the faith testimony in verse 42? ______________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

After spending time with the Samaritans, Jesus continues his trek home. We next find him in Cana where he had performed (secretly as possible) his first miracle. Here he comes across a nobleman that is seeking healing for his son. Read John 4:46-54. What is the key lesson we learn in verse 50? ____________________________________________________________
What is the result of Jesus’ healing the man’s son? __________________________________

Next Jesus returns to his hometown and in the synagogue he in front of the people that watched him grow-up declares that he is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy of the Messiah. Read Luke 4:16-21. What is the good news? __________________________________
Who are the poor? ______________________________________________________________

What is the oppression that people need to be freed from? _____________________________
Why was Jesus rejected by these people? ____________________________________________

The Year of Popularity: 
Jesus returns to the area of Capernaum where people were more incline to accept him and his teachings. It is by the Sea of Galilee where he begins to recruit disciples. Prior to this time his disciples were people who had chosen to follow him without being actively recruited.
Read Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, and Luke 5:1-11. What does it mean to be “fishers of men.”? _______________________________________________________________________

Why did Peter beg Jesus to leave him? (Luke 5:8) ______________________________________

After the remarkable experience of meeting someone deemed so important that it was worth giving up a life style and follow Jesus, the disciples celebrated meeting Jesus at Peter’s home. Here another healing miracle was performed. In addition the healing of a lady, we learn a little bit about Peter. Read Matthew 8:14-17, Mark 1:29-34, and Luke 4:38-41. What was the first Miracle at Peter’s house? _________________________________________________________
What does this tell us about Peter? _________________________________________________

What resulted as people heard about Jesus healing Peter’s Mother-in-law? ________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

Now Jesus and his disciples set off on a preaching mission through Galilee. Read Matthew 4:23-25, Mark 1:35-39, and Luke 4:42-44. What becomes evident after the night at Peter’s house? ______________________________________________________________________________
Why does Jesus decide that they must move on? ______________________________________

As they are travelling, Jesus continues to fulfill the prophesy from Isaiah (Isaiah 61:1 NIV) "The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners," They come across a tax collector named Matthew. Most Jews did not care for their fellow Jews that had taken jobs as tax collectors for the Roman government, but Jesus takes a different view of how to relate to Matthew. Read Matthew 9:9-13, Mark 2:13-17, and Luke 5:27-32. What does Jesus do after recruiting Matthew as a disciple? ___________________________________________________________________

In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus quotes a passage from the prophet Hosea, (Hosea 6:6 NIV) "For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings." What does Jesus mean by quoting this passage? ___________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

When Jesus said "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick,” did he mean that the Pharisees were already saved? ____________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

As the crowd of people (disciples) following Jesus grew he called 12 aside and named them apostles. As his ministry goes on these 12 would become the inner circle of Jesus ministry. 11 of them would go on to be known as apostles in the early church. Read Mark 3:13-19 and Luke 6:12-16. What management technique do we see Jesus using? __________________________

One of the most famous messages of Jesus comes in what we know as the beatitudes. This message that has become the cornerstone of Christian behavior is presented to us in Matthew and Luke. There is a lot of varying opinions as to whether these accounts are of the same message or whether we have accounts of Jesus twice giving the same message. One thing is clear that both Matthew and Luke describe the teaching with a great number of people present. Read Matthew 5 and Luke 6: 17-37. What would lead you to believe these could be 2 separate events? _______________________________________________________________

Can you find a central theme from both accounts? ____________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
How is this a message of hope? ____________________________________________________
Jesus is invited to a Pharisee’s home for dinner. He accepts the invitation, and as always, when Jesus socializes with Pharisees it turns into a teachable moment. This time Jesus teaches by telling a short parable and then sending a lady off with her sins forgiven. Read Luke 7:36-50. What lesson is Jesus teaching Simon the Pharisee? ____________________________________

What can we learn from this parable? _______________________________________________

Why it is that embarrassing moment for a Pharisee seems to make Jesus more popular amongst the people? ____________________________________________________________________

Jesus continues his ministry work throughout Galilee. Publically he teaches with the use of parables. In the presence of his disciples he reveals the awesome power of God by calming the stormy sea in an instant. 
Then Jesus is approached by a man named Jairus. His 12 year old daughter has died and he is desperately seeking a way of changing fate and restoring his daughter to life. Jairus correctly determines that Jesus alone can change things and bringing life back to his daughter. Read Matthew 9:18-26, Mark 5:21-43, and Luke 8:40-56. It is clear that Jesus’ healing power has become known, in this story what happens as Jesus prepares to go to Jairus’ home? _________ ______________________________________________________________________________
Who witnessed Jesus bringing the young girl back to life? _______________________________
While Matthew tells us that word spread, Mark and Luke indicate that Jesus discouraged the telling of others. Why would Jesus want to suppress the news of this miracle? ______________ ______________________________________________________________________________

The Year of Opposition:
Several reasons can be given for the decline of Jesus’ popularity in the year of opposition. 
1. The ongoing feud between John the Baptist and Herod came to a conclusion with the beheading of the Baptist. 
2. There was continued intimidation by the Pharisees. 
3. The zealots were beginning to realize that Jesus was not going to build an army and take on the Roman government. 
4. Jesus was talking more and more about his own death.
This final season in the ministry of Jesus begins with the news that the Baptist has been beheaded. Read Matthew 14:1-12, Mark 6: 14-29, and Luke 9:7-9. Why was John beheaded? _____________________________________________________________________________

What was Herod’s response when he found out Jesus was teaching the same doctrine as John the Baptist? ____________________________________________________________________

Early in this period Jesus is still drawing huge crowds. Miracles of feeding happen twice. It is sad that history undermines the true size of these events. Read Matthew 14:13-21, 15:32-39, Mark 6:30-44, 8:1-9, Luke 9:10-17, and John 6:1-14. What does Matthew 14:21 say about the number of people fed? _________________________________________________________________

What effect do these miracles have on people who witness them? _______________________

Soon after this Jesus brings the question to his disciples; “Who do people say that I am?” Read Matthew 16:13-20, Mark 8:27-30, and Luke 9:18-21. What are the answers? _______________ ______________________________________________________________________________

What is Peter’s answer? __________________________________________________________

Jesus response to Peter is interpreted differently by different people, what do you think Jesus is building his church on? ___________________________________________________________

In all 3 accounts Jesus instructed his disciples not to tell who he really is; why? ______________ ______________________________________________________________________________
By this time Jesus is travelling with only the 12 disciples. He gives Peter, James, and John a glimpse of his glory at the glory that is truly his. Read Matthew 17: 1-13, Mark 9:2-13, and Luke 9:28-36. Who were the special guests? ______________________________________________
What did Peter want to do? _______________________________________________________

What were the instructions the Father gives? _________________________________________
After the transfiguration Jesus sets his sights on Jerusalem. In this last journey he pulls out all the stops and heals a well known beggar who was also blind and then the finale comes when he raises Lazarus from the dead. Read John 11:1-44. What is Jesus first response to hearing that Lazarus was sick? _______________________________________________________________
How did the disciples react when Jesus said they were going to Judea? ____________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
What prompted Martha’s confession of faith in Jesus? _________________________________

Why did Jesus weep? ____________________________________________________________

After raising Lazarus, Jesus’ popularity took an immediate spike that lead to the Triumphal Entry we now call Palm Sunday. Read Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10, Luke 19:29-44, and John 12:12-19. This tremendous day was the only time in his earthly ministry that Jesus accepted public proclamation giving him honor. This high peek of popularity would be short lived. As Jesus spent his last week in Jerusalem the Pharisees were determined that he must be stopped.

An alliance between the Sadducees and the Pharisees in the Sanhedren (ruling council of the Temple) lead to a betrayal of Jesus by Judas (one of the twelve apostles) and Jesus was arrested, tried, and crucified. 

The story did not end there. Jesus was resurrected on Easter Sunday and the story of Christianity begins with the great commission.

(Matthew 28:16-20 NIV)  "Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. {17} When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. {18} Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. {19} Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, {20} and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."" 



