

The first 5 books of the Old Testament are known as the Books of the Law and are sometimes referred as the Pentateuch. The Law contains stories about the creation of the world, the flood, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the time the children of Israel spent in the wilderness before entering the Promise Land. The Books of the Law also recorded the Law God gave to the people on Mt. Sinai. 

Genesis: From Creation to the Beginning of Egyptian Captivity 


Author; Moses


Subject; The Beginnings
In Genesis chapter 1 we see the beginning of creation and we quickly learn that God was here before the beginning of what we call time. Although many Biblical historians have tried to date this event, we have no reference in the writing that would give a time-line. Read chapter 1.

(Genesis 1 NIV)  "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. {2} Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. {3} And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. {4} God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. {5} God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day. {6} And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." {7} So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. {8} God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning--the second day. {9} And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. {10} God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. {11} Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. {12} The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. {13} And there was evening, and there was morning--the third day. {14} And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, {15} and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. {16} God made two great lights--the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. {17} God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, {18} to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. {19} And there was evening, and there was morning--the fourth day. {20} And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." {21} So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. {22} God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." {23} And there was evening, and there was morning--the fifth day. {24} And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. {25} God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. {26} Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." {27} So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. {28} God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." {29} Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. {30} And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--everything that has the breath of life in it--I give every green plant for food." And it was so. {31} God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day."

The point to make in chapter 1 is that God created and He created everything in good stead with Him. One of the big issues with the creation is the 6 day creation. Is the creation literally 6 days of a 24 hour duration or do they represent 6 periods of history from the beginning to the time that mankind was placed on the earth? In my interpretation of the writing, I have concluded it is in fact 6 days of 24 hours. I do not spend time making this argument for the simple reason it is not the purpose of what we have just read. 

For the purpose of Christian witness we do not need and should not get involved in arguments of time. If the world 6,000, 60,000, 600,000 or 6,000,000 years old does not matter to our faith what is relevant to our faith is not when the world was made but by who the world was made. Our God is eternal and questions of time serve no purpose except to confuse.  Read chapter 2.
(Genesis 2 NIV)  "Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. {2} By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. {3} And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done. {4} This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens-- {5} and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground, {6} but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground-- {7} the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. {8} Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. {9} And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. {10} A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. {11} The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. {12} (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) {13} The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. {14} The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. {15} The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. {16} And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; {17} but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." {18} The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." {19} Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. {20} So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found. {21} So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. {22} Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. {23} The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman, ' for she was taken out of man." {24} For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. {25} The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame."

There are many (believers and nonbelievers) that think chapter 2 verse 4 begins a story of creation that does not agree with the story that we had just read in chapter 1. As a simple matter of fact creation could not and did not happen more than once. It is far more reasonable to look at chapter 2 as a more detailed look at what we had seen an overview of in chapter 1. I believe it is most likely that verse 4 picks up in the area of day 4 and details out the creation as it related to man.  
(Genesis 3 NIV)  "Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" {2} The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, {3} but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" {4} "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. {5} "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." {6} When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. {7} Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. {8} Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. {9} But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" {10} He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." {11} And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?" {12} The man said, "The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." {13} Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." {14} So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. {15} And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." {16} To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." {17} To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. {18} It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. {19} By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." {20} Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. {21} The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. {22} And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." {23} So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. {24} After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life."

 The fall of mankind into sin is told in chapter 3. We see that temptation really comes in many forms. Satan does not come up to Eve and say let’s get together and defy God. Instead he begins by getting a definition of how Eve understands the rules then he forms a twisted evil logic of why those rules exist then finally it seems right to break the rule because the rule is actually holding Eve back from reaching her potential.

It is much the same way today. Very rarely do we sin just to defy God bit instead we convince ourselves that the church has it wrong and God would really be different if our understanding of Him were better. The by the time we sin we have rationalized it away to not being a sin.

The Flood
The time came when the order God had created became so convoluted that God decided a radical change had to be made. God contemplated destroying mankind totally bur we see Noah found favor with God. 

(Genesis 6:1-8 NIV)  "When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, {2} the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. {3} Then the LORD said, "My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal ; his days will be a hundred and twenty years." {4} The Nephilim were on the earth in those days--and also afterward--when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. {5} The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. {6} The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. {7} So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air--for I am grieved that I have made them." {8} But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD."
After God saw to that Noah and his family were protected the flood came. It rained for 40 days flooding the entire land. A common misspeaking of the Bible happens often when people will say the duration of the flood was 40 days.

(Genesis 7:17-24 NIV)  "For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. {18} The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. {19} They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. {20} The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet. {21} Every living thing that moved on the earth perished--birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. {22} Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. {23} Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. {24} The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days."

Abraham-Joseph
After the flood people once again populated the face of the earth and there came the time that God decided to establish one nation that would be followed through history with all the ups and downs in their relationship with God. It would also be from this nation that the promised Messiah would come.

(Genesis 12:1-7 NIV)  "The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. {2} "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. {3} I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." {4} So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. {5} He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. {6} Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. {7} The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him."

Abraham would spend the rest of his life being richly blessed by God, even though he would never see the ownership of the Promised Land. It is an interesting side note that Abraham would seek refuge in Egypt during a time of drought just as his grandson would do many years later.

(Genesis 12:10 NIV)  "Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was severe."
 Abraham and Sarah gave birth to Isaac who marries Rebekah and they parent Esau and Jacob. Although Esau is the first born Jacob ends up with the eldest son blessing through an act of trickery. One good act of trickery deserves another and sure enough later Jacob is tricked onto marrying the sister of the woman he loved. This set-back is eventually made right and Jacob is husband to both the sister (Leah) and the woman he loves (Rachel). 

(Genesis 29:16-30 NIV)  "Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. {17} Leah had weak eyes, but Rachel was lovely in form, and beautiful. {18} Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, "I'll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel." {19} Laban said, "It's better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay here with me." {20} So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her. {21} Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want to lie with her." {22} So Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast. {23} But when evening came, he took his daughter Leah and gave her to Jacob, and Jacob lay with her. {24} And Laban gave his servant girl Zilpah to his daughter as her maidservant. {25} When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn't I? Why have you deceived me?" {26} Laban replied, "It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one. {27} Finish this daughter's bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work." {28} And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. {29} Laban gave his servant girl Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her maidservant. {30} Jacob lay with Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah. And he worked for Laban another seven years."

It was through Jacob and his 2 wives and their concubines that the sons were born that would become the foundation of the 12 tribes of Israel. 

Although one of the youngest of Jacob’s children, Joseph became the favorite son because he was the first born of Rachel. This caused hard feelings among the others and they eventually sold Joseph to slave traders and told Jacob that he had been killed by a wild animal.

This deception set into motion the series of events that would put Joseph in position to give safe haven to his family when drought would force them to seek food. Joseph recognizes that God had brought good out of the evil intentions of his brothers. (Genesis 50:20 NIV)  "You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives."

